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The Argunient and Reaſons of the Brethren-of Trinity-houſe, ronching 
the Breach in the Level near Purfleet ## Eflex, whereby the River 
of Fhames 3s much Danmify'd, and " Navigation thereof greatly 
obſtructed, and in danger of being wholly deftroyd. © 


I Hat the Cauſe which produc'd the ſaid Breach,was not from the weakneſ 
of the Sea-Banks, defeCt of Sluces, or want of care inthe Proprietors of the 
Land topreſerve their defences againſt the Incroachments and Inundations 
= _of the River, in which Reach the Tydes are very rapid, and the weather 
often ſodangerous, that for their own ſafety-ſake,they are forced to be rhiote on their 
guard than other People 3 wherefore they keep their Sea-banksin better repair and 
are at a greater expence to ſecure their Land on that Level than moſt others. If 
_ this misfortune had befallen theni through any neglect or default of theirs, why 
did not the Commiſſioners of Sewers foreſee the Danger by their Surveyors, and di- 
rect timely remedy 2 Or the Water-Baylifls, who are the Conſervators Inſtru- 
ments, diſcover the growing evil, and Caution the Proprietors before it was to 
late; for defe&s of that kind increaſe by degrees, and for the moſt part give 
warning enough before the miſchief; happens. Burt neither the Commiſlioners of 
Sewers, - who-are very regular in their Surveys and ſevere in their Injuntions, 
nor the VVater-Baylifls, who are the Conferyator's Officers, and are fo very 
ſharp and mindfut of their Buſineſs, that Complaints are often 'rnade of - their 
double diligence, are in fault, ſo that' it cannot be prefutn'd that they had in 
any thing neglected their duty 3 nor the Proprietors, whoſe intereſt it is to 
preſerve their own Eſtates by keeping the Banks in good repair, are in the leaſt 
degree chargeable, becauſe it hath been prov'd; that tho they had all contribu- 
bes their utmoſt Joytit Care and Forces in their ſeveral ſtations to have prevent- 
ed it; this great diſaſter had in all moral Probability notwithſtanding happened : 
In as riuch as no humane foreſight or wiſdom can obviate a miſchief that has 
never at any time before fallen out; (and ſuch was this Inundation) for tho: the 
Banks of this Level were of a competent height, ſuch as that no obje&tion was 
ever made to them; nor any Experience or Obfervation from any Tydes or V Vea- 
ther, (in the memory of Man) has at any time heretofore been obſerved, to give 
them jealouſie ; yet it pleagd God to permit at that time fuch a Deluge and (well of 
a Tyde, as ſurmounted by many feet the Tops of the faid Banks, and (not as hath 
been untruly obje&ed) Braken them down through any neglef of thoſe whoſe duty 
it was to have kept thein in better repair. This Deluge, then filling the Level, was 
by the Banks that were deſigned to very the water out, made a deep ſtanding Lake 
of water, which had no way to iſſue back or diſcharge it ſelf but by forcing out 
the Banks that kept it in, which upon the coming of the Ebb, and falling away 
of the Tide came to Paſs 3 that great weight of water ſo confiwd, at length 
butſting out where the Breach now is, which was the Cauſe and the only Occaſion 
of the damage to the River, and to thoſe Gentlemen who are the ſufferers, and 
who now humbly apply for redreſs to that Authority from which alone they can 
juſtly hope for Succour. 


People 


People who are undone by Fire and Conflagrations are the obje&s of Parlia- _ 
mentary Care, and are conſtantly heard and relieved 3 this Calamity was the hand 
of God, and no humane Power cou'd have prevente& it: Fire and water are 
mercitefs Enemies, and the ſufferers by the one ſeem to challenge as_ much right 
to compaſſion from the Publick as the other. 


If the Remedy of thedamage which the River of Thames has ſuſtained, and the 
Navigation thereof by this Breach (which is only a Conſequence and Coincidence of - 
the Deluge and Inundation of this Level) ſhou'd be deemed chargeable on the Pro- 
prietors of the Land, : while perhaps they. might be able to drain the ſame fortheir | 
own-Private uſe, - by metbods . that will cotneby two -third" parts Theaper thin 
thoſe that arb propoſed; ard fountl neceſſary for the Rivers better":confervation. - 
If this ſhbuld be cheir- Sentecice; T (ay, it wotild ſeem very grievous, :arid no body 
in time will think Land.eft the Thawes Level worth the holding and it. may.come 
to paſs, that by a few ſach Preſidents the Banks will be totally negleted: and 
the River conſequently ſwallowed up and loſt in the ſaid Level. For as by tak- _ 
ing this Larid heretofore out of the Thames ' ( which 1s all under High-water mark) 
the Clmnnel; waz at firſt begotten, and Navigation obtaln'd, {0 by lofitig it to the | 
River again, the depth of Water and the Navigation will be 16 is ; 
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It was therefore their Opinion, That the Proprietors of. the Level will be 
chargd very fufficiently, if over and above the money they HF Deen alfeady. out of 
Purſe, amounting to at leaſt 32004. together. with the loſt of theit Land formany 
years to comme after it ſhall be draird, if the ſaid propheens Be fiitther made ly- 
able to reſtore and ſecure their own Sea-banks : while the.reparr of the main Breach 
which brings a; National profit ſeems to call for a National expence 3. in as much as: 
that forthe ſake of the Rivers conſervation only that wark 15 defighn'd, and for- 
_ aſmuch alſo as it requires an expence by many degrees Siperidur to what may be 

computed fimply neceſſary for the draining the Level. . The charge of this Work 
therefore, which 15 ty obtain a publick benefit, and is foreign to the uſes of drayning 
the Land ſeems to call tox publick Compaſſion, and to require a publick Purſe to 
Compaſs, Andaot only 2 publick Purſe, but publick Cate too, leaſt by bold and un- | 
encd-Undertakers,who-cagn, pole makes dug: Ni ment ofthe difficulty ; 

and danger of: ach Works; the Nation, by a propolal- of faving a little Mo- 
ney ( which works of this kind. will by-no means ſuffer ray thatice to incurr a | 
- much greater Fxpence by the loſs of all their Labour arid Qharge : The und ertaking 


thereby being readerd amack moredifficult and expenſive thar at firſt, and the Ri- 
ver of Thames damnified a _new.by the miſcarriage 'of fuch Night and ineffectual 
projects, .in as much as all the matter whereof their Defences ate to be compog'd, 
mult neceſjarily, 1a caſe of any diſaſter, te driven/by the force of the warct into 
Fil Channel. _ | | ER | 


